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A series of urea-containing 

pyridyl ligands have been 
prepared and used to bind ion 
pairs by hydrogen bonding to 
the anions and coordination to 
the cations. The new complexes 
are frequently coordination 
polymers or hydrogen bonded 
polymers, although discrete 
species that also persist in 
solution have also been 
observed (as in the figure). 
Common, reproducible and 
predictable hydrogen bonded 
motifs are observed across the series. 
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