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The Protein Data Bank format created in the 1970’s is the major 

user-level interchange format for macromolecular structures but is 
sorely pressed by the demands of larger structures and the rich detail 
of information now available for many structures.  Newer mmCIF, 
XML and other formats effectively address these issues, but leave a 
gap in terms of software support for existing applications.  In this 
presentation we make a modest proposal to help to close this gap and 
to simplify the adaptation of existing applications to the management 
of new structures. 
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